This article looks at North
internationalism was realized on an everyday level. It involved the exchange of ideas, materials, goods, and people across national borders and became one of the earliest forms of globalization (Mëhilli 2017) .
Grenada serves as an important and unique case of North Korean internationalism because the PRG threatened the U.S. government to the extent that U.S. military forces invaded the island in 1983. Thus, Grenada should not be downplayed as merely another Third World nation with a socialist government. The Grenadian Revolution was important enough to attract the attention of a small mountainous republic on the other side of the world, North Korea, and the regional hegemon, the United States.
Internationalism
From the 1960s to the 1980s, the Kim family regime routinely asked small Third World nations to support Pyongyang in the international competition with Seoul for diplomatic recognition as the legitimate Korean government and depicted the South Korean government as a puppet of the United States (Young 2018) . As long as a Third World government had representation in the United Nations, the size of the country was irrelevant to Kim Il-sung. Thus, it is no surprise that Pyongyang spent millions of dollars on lobbying during the 1970s and 1980s. According to estimates provided by foreign diplomats posted in Pyongyang, North Korea spent more than U.S.$100 million by 1982 on its lobbying efforts abroad. 2 Kim Il-sung primarily focused his diplomatic efforts on fostering solidarity with newly independent states in the Third
World as a way to combat the growing popularity of an economically resurgent South Korea during the late 1970s and 1980s.
Although the competition with Seoul for diplomatic recognition was critical to
Pyongyang's foreign policy-making during the Cold War era, internationalism also played an important role. Kim Il-sung was able to balance nationalism with what he saw as the duty of socialist nations to assist one another in the struggle against U.S. imperialism. In 1968, Kim wrote, "The peoples of the countries making revolution should join efforts to tear left and right arms from U.S. imperialism, tear off its left and right legs and behead it eventually everywhere it stretches out its crooked hands of aggression" (Kim 1968 showcase the DPRK's internationalist principles and earn the support of these governments in international forums.
Whereas scholars mull over whether North Korea is a Stalinist, neo-Confucian, corporatist state or a race-based, paranoid ultra-nationalist one, the internationalist aspect of Kim Il-sung's foreign policy has been downplayed in the historiography (Cumings 2013; Lankov 2013 Myers 2010 . Kim asserted that internationalism was a fundamental role of the Korean revolution and could not be ignored. Kim explained, "It would be wrong to advocate patriotism alone and neglect internationalist solidarity. For the victory of the Korean revolution and for the great cause of the international working class, we should strengthen solidarity with the Soviet people, our liberator and helper, and with the peoples of all the socialist countries. This is our sacred internationalist duty" (Kim 1955) . During the Cold War era, North Korea rarely requested payment for its development programs abroad. From helping to build factories in sub-Saharan Africa to constructing irrigation systems in Grenada, the North Korean government was genuine in its efforts to further the development of Third World countries. Historian Charles Armstrong (2013) argues that North Korea had "little profile" in Latin America and the Caribbean region during the Cold War era. 4 However, that statement is inaccurate, because the DPRK actively sought ties with many Latin American and Caribbean governments in an effort to extend its influence to the Western hemisphere and be on the front line of battle against U.S. imperialism. 5 In particular, North Korea established close ties with Cuba, Peru, and Nicaragua (Lee 1987) . The North Koreans also disseminated propaganda to anticommunist governments in the Caribbean in order to provoke domestic instability. For example, Eugenia Charles, the former prime minister of the Caribbean nation of Dominica, told a
New York Times reporter in November 1983 that "North Korea pays a Dominican $1,500 a month just to disrupt things, spreading this or that rumor, trying to persuade people to their line of thinking that perhaps we should not be friends with the Western countries and that the only hope is the Eastern bloc" (Weintraub 1983 The First Korean-Grenadian Encounters North Korea's forays into the Caribbean region did not begin in Grenada but rather in Guyana, an English-speaking nation in South America. As historian Moe Taylor investigates in an article on North Korean-Guyanese ties, the North Koreans exported the Mass Games, a massive gymnastics event designed to promote collectivism, to the former British colony in 1980. According to Taylor (2015) , "North Korean-style Mass Games became a major facet of the cultural and political life of Guyana" during the early 1980s.
In addition to exporting the Mass Games to Guyana, North Korean officials also disseminated propaganda and visited Jonestown, the infamous 1970s socialist utopian cult located in the Guyanese jungle and led by the eccentric American Jim Jones, who forced his followers to commit mass suicide by drinking a cyanide-laced beverage in November 1978 (Young 2013 Jon-ok, the DPRK ambassador in Guyana, also served as the nonresident ambassador to Grenada (Byun 1991, 126 Caribbean countries that were thousands of miles away from the Korean peninsula.
Gairy explained that Grenada still lacked an adequate airport, wanted to improve rural education through the construction of an "audiovisual center," and needed more farming providing financial assistance was necessary. As the South Korean economy developed rapidly during the late 1970s and the 1980s, Seoul was able to provide funds to developing countries that prioritized economic development over political alignment (Woo 1991) .
In March 1979, a coup led by Maurice Bishop removed Gairy from power while he was visiting the United Nations. Bishop, the revolutionary socialist leader of the New Jewel Movement, subsequently became the new prime minister of Grenada, named his administration the People's Revolutionary Government, and developed close ties with Eastern-bloc nations. A journalist from Barbados claimed that Bishop told him that he "desired friendly relations with all countries 'except Chile and South Korea,' who, Bishop claimed, gave all-out support to the corrupt Gairy regime." 15 In the summer of 1979, Grenadian envoys led by Minister of Communications Selwyn Strachan visited the DPRK for seven days (Pryor 1990, 163; Byun 1991, 124) . During this visit, the Grenadian delegation toured the Pyongyang Metro, the birthplace of Kim Il-sung at Mangyongdae, the Central Industrial-Agricultural Exhibition Hall, the Museum of the Victorious Fatherland Liberation War, the demilitarized zone (DMZ), and
Mount Paektu. The Grenadians were "impressed by the products displayed" at the Exhibition
Hall. In the countryside, Strachan was particularly enthralled with "the agricultural programs he had seen as worthy of emulation" and the "well-organized and cultivated land along the roads."
He specifically asked the North Koreans for assistance in developing Grenada's agriculture and fishing industry (Byun 1991, 127-128) . The North Koreans "promised to give aid to Grenada without hesitation" (Byun 1991, 124) .
Strachan also met Kim Il-sung during this trip and described the North Korean leader as having "a very strong personality" and being "very dynamic. Strachan added, "The way music was utilized to drive the workers was impressive." When he first saw the hospital, it was only half complete, and in a matter of days, it was completely finished. The "efficiency" of these workers impressed Strachan. The precision of the North Korean Mass Games also captivated him, and he remarked that the "training was amazing."
Strachan unsuccessfully tried to bring North Korean-style gymnastics back to Grenada. The North Korean government viewed agricultural development as being of the utmost importance to the success of the Grenadian Revolution. Therefore, an official economic and technical agreement was signed between the two governments on April 13, 1983, during Bishop's visit to the DPRK (Byun 1991, 154 ) (figure 1).
The agreement specified that North Korea would ship two hundred tons of cement, three cases of suction hoses, four cases of rubber plates, one case of water pumps, one case of engines, one case of bolt nuts, three cases of packing materials, two cases of nozzles, five cases of valves, four cases of pipe parts, and forty-three cases of plastic pipes to Grenada (Byun 1991, 153) . The North Koreans also agreed to deliver thirty 28-horsepower diesel tractors; thirty sets of plows, harrows, trailers, and repair tools; three thousand pairs of boots and overalls; and two thousand pitchforks, shovels, hoes, and rakes. The North Koreans were planning to design a system capable of irrigating four hundred hectares (988 acres) of land and train Grenadian nationals in operating and maintaining the irrigation system (Byun 1991, 155) . This act of solidarity suggests that the North Koreans were not economic opportunists looking for hard currency in assisting Grenada. In addition, Grenada had officially recognized the DPRK, soon after Bishop's overthrow of Gairy in 1979, and the DPRK had already attained what it sought the most from newly independent countries: diplomatic recognition. 17 The North Korean government clearly The North Korean government also paid close attention to domestic events in Grenada.
On June 19, 1980, anti-PRG forces planted a bomb at a political rally that leaders of the PRG government attended. Three people died, and more than a hundred people were injured, at the event (Ray and Schaap 1984, 4) . Kim Il-sung quickly denounced the "criminal acts of the imperialists and their cat paws trying to block the advancement of the people of Grenada in the building of a new society." The North Korean press printed Kim's "message of consolation" to Grenadian Prime Minister Bishop on the front page. The message said, "Upon receiving the news that the counter-revolutionary forces committed a despicable conspiracy against you some days ago but you were safe, I offer my heartfelt consolation to you." 22 The North Korean leader backed up his rhetorical support for the Grenadian Revolution with financial, military, and technical assistance.
In addition to supplying the PRG with construction materials and agricultural advisors, the North Koreans also "offered to help build a 15,000-seat stadium, a party headquarters building, a fruit-processing factory, and two fishing boats" in Grenada, as noted in a CIA report. 23 According to Dae-Ho Byun, the North Koreans agreed to design and supply the equipment and materials for the fruit-processing factory. They also agreed to deliver two 75-horsepower diesel engines and the equipment and machinery for building two boats. Byun adds that the North Koreans agreed to send five thousand tons of cement and five hundred tons of steel to aid in the construction of the international airport in Grenada (Byun 1991, 155-158) . The
North Koreans also pledged to build a "tower of revolution" and a revolutionary battle site memorial in Grenada to commemorate the PRG's 1979 revolution. 24 The North Koreans had experience building statues, monuments, and memorials in the Third World, since Pyongyang regularly sent its artists and sculptors abroad, especially to Africa, during the 1980s and 1990s (Kirkwood 2011) .
Most importantly, the North Koreans also agreed to provide a large number of weapons to the PRG. As early as May 1979, the North Koreans were sending military jeeps to the Grenadians. 25 In late 1981, the North Koreans sent five military advisors to the island to instruct
Grenadians in small-arms training (Bermudez 1990, 57 This "free offer of military assistance" by the North Koreans gave the Grenadians U.S. $12 million worth of weapons and ammunition, including a thousand automatic rifles with three hundred and sixty thousand rounds of ammunition, fifty light machine guns, thirty heavy machine guns with sixty thousand rounds of ammunition, fifty rocket-propelled grenade launchers with five hundred rounds of ammunition, two hundred hand grenades, two coast guard boats, six thousand military uniforms, six thousand knapsacks, and five "ultrashort wave wireless sets" (Taubman 1983 , cited in Bermudez 1990 . The Americans believed Communist forces were planning to make Grenada into a Caribbean arms-trafficking hub for leftist revolutionaries in the Western hemisphere. overthrew Prime Minister Bishop in a military coup six days before the U.S. invasion, said after a trip to the DPRK in September 1983 that he "was surprised to see how deep the personality cult was in Korea, where the leader is almost worshipped as a God" (Pryor 1990, 163) . The
Grenadian government may have been thankful for the DPRK's military assistance, but many in the leadership did not wish to model their nation on Kim Il-sung's brand of totalitarian socialism.
Because U.S. forces invaded Grenada in late October 1983, the North Koreans never designed or sent supplies for the party headquarters building, fishing boats, the fruit-processing factory, or the monuments on the island. However, according to Selwyn Strachan, two North Korean technical advisors were doing preliminary work on the construction of the national stadium and were at a hotel when U.S. forces landed. 35 There is also evidence that the Grenadian military did receive some of the North Korean military equipment as a CIA report stated that the quantities and types of weapons captured in Grenada were consistent with those listed in the military agreements with Eastern-bloc nations. 36 Richard Jacobs, Grenada's ambassador to the Soviet Union, remarked at the time of the U.S. invasion, "We have the best Soviet, Czech, and
North Korean military equipment [and] we will win the fight, no question about it" (quoted in Bermudez 1990, 57) .
The North Korean press paid close attention to the U.S. invasion of Grenada. Rodong Sinmun, the main organ of the Korean Workers' Party, regularly published articles on wartime events in Grenada. 37 For example, on November 6, 1983, an article titled "The U.S. Imperialists'
Invading Army Carries Out Brutal Crimes against Humanity in Grenada" described American "atrocities" and "slaughter of peaceful residents" in Grenada, such as the bombing of a hospital and the firing of missiles at residential areas, including a kindergarten. 38 The article also noted the Grenadians' bravery, stating, "Despite the U.S. imperialists' invading army's brutal oppression, the Grenadian people continue to fight bravely against the invaders." 39 The articles on wartime Grenada in the party organ should not be dismissed as mere filler material. Rodong
Sinmun was only six pages long during this period, and North Korean propagandists had a specific purpose for including each article. Grenada was a small country bravely resisting a much more powerful invading army. This story of David versus Goliath surely resonated with the North Korean people and provided confirmation that they were not the only small nation bravely resisting the U.S. imperialists.
Despite the generous provision of free weapons to the PRG by the Eastern bloc, the Grenadian military forces soon succumbed to the better-trained and more-experienced U.S. Banquet" (1983) . 31 "Grenadian Party and Government Delegation Arrives in Pyongyang" (1983) . 32 "Grenadian Party and Government Delegation Arrives in Pyongyang" (1983 For examples of Rodong Sinmun articles discussing wartime Grenada, see "U.S. Imperialists' Invading Army Must Withdraw Right Now" (1983) and "Leave Grenada, America !" (1983) . Translations of Rodong Sinmun article titles and excerpts are my own. 38
The bombing of a Grenadian mental hospital did occur during the first day of the U.S. invasion. The North Korean press said eighty people were killed; the New York Times reported at least twelve people were killed. See Ayres (1983) .
